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he would doubtless have put an end to her life. Murder is
not unfrequent in these revelries.

The pagan female enjoys none of those privileges and
immunities which females enjoy in christian lands; and in-
stead of having honor shown her “as unto the weaker ves-
sel” and treated as the tender & affectionate wife, she is
considered & treated rather as the servant or slave of an
arbitrary husband, & must perform all of the drudgery
whilst he hunts or sits in the wigwam. Being from child-
hood accustomed to this mode of tfreatment they suppose
it must be so and stupidly submit without murmuring. But
all of the wretchedness & hardship which they endure in
this world would not be worthy of being mentioned, if
when released from this state of bondage by death they
were prepared for heaven. DBut this is not the case, for as
they approach the shades of death they draw near in all of
their sins, and total strangers to that only name by which
any can be saved; and the joys and hopes which comfort &
support the christian in this solemn hour reach them not.
Hearing one time that a war-chief was dangerously ill T
went to see him, and asked him where he expected his soul
would go, after death, & the amount of his reply was “1I
dont know.”

When the christian parent is called to part with his be-
loved offspring he commend its departing spirit to that
Savior who died for sinners, but I have known the pagan
mother kindle a fire at its grave and watch it a long time
when it was cold, and when asked the reason why said that
it was to keep it warm on its way to the West where they
imagine the souls of the departed go; or else commend
its departing spirit to the guardean care of a favorite
dog. An Ojibbeway family on the Mississippi as a
missionary who was an eye-witness informed me, lost a
child & at its burial (as they suppose the soul does not
leave the body until after this takes place) took a favorite
dog, performed over it some senseless ceremony, addressed
it very earnestly and then killed it. Being asked why
they did it, answered “That it might take care of the child



